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Nouns
Nouns name people, places, things, qualities, and ideas.
They include words like acrobat, Lake Erie, snowflakes, softness, and dignity. Some nouns are the names of specific persons, places, and things; these usually begin with a capital letter. They are called proper nouns. Other nouns, which are not capitalized, are called common nouns. Nouns can be either singular (referring to only one thing) or plural (referring to more than one thing). 

Exercise

For each of the following groups of singular nouns supply a more general plural noun that includes all three. The first one has been done for you.
1. hammer, file, saw: 
tools_
2. rose, carnation, daisy: 




3. trophy, medal, ribbon: 




4. pie, cake, pudding: 





5. dime, penny, quarter: 




6. plate, saucer, bowl: 




Many nouns end with typical suffixes, called derivational endings. Derivation is the process of forming new words by adding prefixes or suffixes to existing words or parts of words. The plural endings –s and –es do not form new words but simply add the meaning of “more than one” to an already existing word. The endings –s and-es are called inflectional endings.

The following are noun derivational endings. Complete the chart. 
	Ending
	Example 1
	Example 2
	Your Example

	-ance, -ence
	dominance
	independence
	

	-ation, -ion
	reservation
	opinion
	

	-ee
	employee
	trainee
	

	-er, -eer, -ar, -or
	farmer
	operator
	

	-ess
	hostess
	stewardess
	

	-ity, -ty
	credibility
	royalty
	

	-hood
	brotherhood
	likelihood
	

	-ment
	government
	investment
	

	-ness
	business
	kindness
	

	-ure
	departure
	furniture
	


Exercise 
1. When many people are unemployed, unemployment is high.

2. A good person is known for 




.

3. A loyal person is known for 




.

4. We usually subtract a smaller number from a larger one in         

.
5. When two things are different, there is a 




 between them.

6. An important idea has great 




.

7. Someone who interviews people is an 




.

8. Neighbours live in a 




.
In addition to the clues of meaning and for, the way nouns are used in sentences can help you recognize them. They often come immediately or shortly after words like a, the, and this which we call determiners.

Exercise

Some of the following words can be used as nouns; others cannot. Decide which words can be nouns and circle the word. 
	game
	shouted
	treatment

	the
	sand
	somewhat

	is
	patience
	on

	year
	lonely
	spark

	size
	sale
	mist

	slower
	need
	knowledge

	often
	decision
	driving


We can now put together the important clues that help us recognize nouns. First, we have meaning clues; nouns name people, places, things, qualities, or ideas. We also have form clues; nouns are either common or proper, most nouns have singular or plural forms, and some end in typical suffixes. Finally, we have position clues: nouns can come after determiners like the  and can be used as subjects.

VERBS
Verbs are the words that tell what is happening in sentences.

They are action words—like speak, enjoy, magnify, and concentrate—and existence words—like is and seems. Verbs are the most exciting words in our language. By choosing verbs carefully, we can describe actions precisely.
Exercise

Use a different verb for each blank in the following sets of sentences. 

1. How can you enter a room?

a. I can 
stride  in a room.

b. I can 



 in a room.

c. I can 



 in a room.

d. I can 



 in a room.

2. How does a worm move?

a. A worm inches.
b. A worm 



.
c. A worm 



.
d. A worm 



.
3. How do you end a race?

a. I limp across the finish line.

b. I 



 across the finish line.

c. I 



 across the finish line.

d. I 



 across the finish line.

4. How do people eat?

a. Some people  savour their food.

b. Some people 



 their food.

c. Some people 



 their food.

d. Some people 



 their food.

5. How can you answer a question?

a. I can announce the answer.

b. I can 




 the answer.

c. I can 




 the answer.

d. I can 




 the answer.

Verbs have different forms that are used in different ways in sentences. We will concentrate on the three forms that can be used to identify words as verbs. 

Verbs can be one of two tenses—present or past. In general, present tense refers to what is happening now, and past tense refers to what has already happened.

Most verbs have two forms that are used alone in the present tense and one form that is used alone in the past tense. The basic form is used in the present tense with subjects that are plural and with I and you. The form that is used in the present tense with singular nouns and with he, she, and it is made by adding –s or   –es​ to the basic form.

	Basic Form
	For with –s/-es

	The horses run.
	The horse runs.

	They walk.
	The elephant walks.

	The jockeys ride.
	She rides.


Most verbs form their past tense by adding –d or –ed to the basic form. These are called regular verbs.


We demonstrate our skills today.


We demonstrated our skills today.


I relax today.


I relaxed yesterday.
Irregular verbs form their past tense differently. Some use a special form for the past tense.


come/came
run/ran
bring/brought
ride/rode
Others use basic form for the past.


put/put
cut/cut
hurt/hurt
hit/hit
One verb, be, is more irregular than any other. It has three forms for the present tense—am, is, and are—and two forms for the past tense—was and were.
The majority of verbs in English form their past tense by adding –d/-ed to the basic form. Only about 100 are irregular. Derivational endings are another way to help you identify some verbs.

	-ate
	captivate, narrate, saturate

	-en
	lengthen, weaken, widen

	-ify
	magnify, signify, simplify

	-ize
	criticize, recognize, regularize


Exercises

Complete each of the following sentences with a verb that is formed by adding a verb suffix to the italicized word in that sentence. You may have to make some spelling changes. 

1. When you make your actions seem just, you 



 them.

2. When you make a deal final, you 



  it.

3. When you make an explosive charge active, you 



 it.

In addition to meaning and form, verbs can also be recognized by the positions they fill in sentences. Every sentence contains a verb. The most common position for the verb is immediately after the subject, as in the following sentences:


Flax is a natural fibre.


Nylon comes from coal, oil, and other materials.

Sometimes one or more auxiliaries come before the main verb, as in the following examples:


I am trying an experiment.


This part might work.

You should have known the answer.
The words am, might, should, and have are auxiliaries. Trying, work, and known are the main verbs.

The auxiliaries can be listed in these groups:

	forms of he
	he, am, is, are, was, were, been, being

	forms of have
	have, has, had

	forms of do
	do, does, did

	modals
	can, could, shall, should, will, would, may, might, must


Some words can be either auxiliaries or main verbs, depending on how they are used. Forms of he, have, and do can be used as auxiliaries in sentences such as the following:


I am weaving a sculpture.


I have found natural materials.


The result does look unusual.
They can also be used as main verbs in sentences like these:


This project has been your best work.


You have great talent.


You have done a good job.

In recognizing verbs we must be aware of meaning, form, and position. Verbs are the action or existence words that tell what is happening in sentences. Verbs have present and past tense forms. Some end in –ate, -en, -ify, or –ize. The main verb in a sentence often comes immediately after the subject but may follow an auxiliary like can.

You will not be able to use all these clues to identify every verb. However, by using as many clues as you can, you should be able to identify verbs in sentences.

Exercises

Using all the clues, identify the main verb in each of the following sentences. 

1. Louis studied design at the Ontario Institute of Art.

2. In high school he sketched futuristic homes and schools.

3. Louis has a philosophy.

4. Every room can be a work of art.

5. Now this artist decorates homes and offices.

6. He chooses furniture, drapes, and paint.

7. His suggestions enliven displays in stores.

8. Some day Louis may design his own furniture.

9. Perhaps he will revitalize old buildings.

10. A future hospital, school, or airport may contain his work.

Many words can be used in more than one word class. Decide whether the italicized word in each of the following sentences is being used as a verb or as a noun. 

1. Miguel touched the baby. 





2. His touch seemed magical. 





3. We have three chances. 






4. I will chance the dive. 






5. Constance can swim far. 






6. A swim in the ocean refreshes her. 




7. Constance catches a float. 





8. Several jellyfish float toward the shore. 



9. The sea smells strong today. 





10. That smell reminds me of summer. 




Adjectives
Adjectives are the words that describe nouns. 

They point out the characteristics of nouns, limit meaning, or tell what kind of which one. Worlds like cheerful, ugly, enjoyable, mysterious, and romantic are adjectives.

Most adjectives can be compared. We can say that one flower is prettier or more beautiful than another. Prettier and more beautiful are comparative forms, used for comparing the quality of two things. When we say that one problem is the hardest or most difficult in a group, we are using another form - the superlative.  This form is used to compare the quality of three or more things. Most short adjectives, like pretty and soft, make their comparative forms by adding –er and their superlative forms by adding –est. Longer adjectives, like beautiful and difficult, use more for the comparative and most for the superlative.

Less and least are also used to compare adjectives. Use the adjective itself in the least difficult of the group.
Many adjectives have typical adjective-forming suffixes, or derivational endings. The following are some of common ones.
	-able, -ible
	portable, credible

	-ful
	hopeful, peaceful

	-ile
	hostile, servile

	-ish
	feverish, childish

	-less
	dreamless, sleepless

	-ous
	marvellous, delicious

	-some
	handsome, lonesome

	-y
	rickety, sleepy


Adjectives have two common positions. One is immediately before the nouns they describe, as in the following phrases.

· the expensive car

· these important experiments

· lucky children

The other is after a form of the very be or a verb like seem, as in the following sentences:

· The car is expensive.

· These experiments were important.

· Children seem lucky.

Adjectives are often preceded by qualifiers, or intensifiers, which limit their meaning. Some common qualifiers are very, somewhat, rather, quite, and too. They are used in phrases such as the following:
· very good

· somewhat nervous

· rather dry

· too sweet

In recognizing adjectives, look for as many clues as possible. The meaning clue is probably the most important: adjectives describe, define, and limit nouns, telling which on or what kind. Form and position also provide clues. Most adjectives have comparative and superlative forms. Some end in typical suffixes. The most common position for an adjective is immediately before the noun it describes. However, adjectives can also follow certain verbs, like is and seem. In addition, an adjective may be preceded by a qualifier, like very.
Exercise

Using all of the clues, identify all the adjectives in the following sentences. There are 20. 

1. Susan is enjoying her important job with the Department of Agriculture.

2. This cheerful conservationist helps rural families.

3. She organizes special demonstrations and reports the latest research.

4. Her advice is quite useful.

5. New crops produce higher yields in very poor soils.

6. Certain birds control the most troublesome insects.

7. Mosquitoes have been less numerous this year.

8. This popular consultant plans educational programs for students.

9. Eager teenagers helped Susan with the colourful displays in the small office.

10. Ambitious students planted edible shrubs for hungry birds.

Many words can be used in more than one word class. Decide whether the italicized word in each of the following sentences is being used as an adjective, a noun, or a verb. 

1. Your cactus has yellower flowers than mine. 



2. This paper yellows in the sun. 



3. The yellow is too bright in that picture. 



4. Frank ate some sweets. 



5. The pastries were too sweet. 



6. This coupon offers a free meal. 



7. The boys free the raccoon. 



8. The twig snapped. 



9. He made a snap judgment. 



The snap fell off the dress. 




Adverbs
Adverbs usually give more information about what is happening in a sentence. 

Manner adverbs, like noisily, tell how; time adverbs, like sometimes, tell when; and place adverbs, like there, tell where. The italicized words in the following sentences are adverbs:

· Yesterday the lilacs suddenly bloomed.

· Helen brought several bunches inside. 
Exercise
The following list contains 20 words that can be used as adverbs. Decide whether each adverb refers to manner, place, or time.

	ADVERB
	manner
	place
	time
	ADVERB
	manner
	place
	time

	fast
	
	
	
	loyally
	
	
	

	anywhere
	
	
	
	truly
	
	
	

	hard
	
	
	
	today
	
	
	

	clumsily
	
	
	
	here
	
	
	

	awkwardly
	
	
	
	sometimes
	
	
	

	then
	
	
	
	near
	
	
	

	helpfully
	
	
	
	seldom
	
	
	

	now
	
	
	
	sharply
	
	
	

	often 
	
	
	
	inside
	
	
	

	far
	
	
	
	loosely
	
	
	


Adverbs can also be recognized by their form. Most manner adverbs end in –ly, like suddenly, clearly, and cheerfully. Some adverbs can have comparative and superlative forms.

· Jody lives near, Robert lives nearer. Clara lives nearest.

· Sam writes effectively. Rena writes less effectively. Lance writes least effectively.
Exercise

Decide whether or not the italicized adverbs in each of the following sentences can be compared. If it can, give the comparative and superlative forms.

1. The new store opens tomorrow.

2. Janice answered the question quickly.

3. Patiently I explained the answer.

4. Someday the rain will come.

5. My father drives slowly.
6. I will clean my room now.

7. The concert starts soon.

8. The mechanic carefully tightened the bolt.

9. Mom solved the problem simply.

10. The robot came near.

An adverb does not usually have a fixed position in a sentence. Without changing the meaning of the sentence, an adverb can be moved from one spot to another.

· Often adverbs move.

· Adverbs often move.

· Adverbs move often.
Like adjectives, adverbs can be preceded by qualifiers, or intensifiers, forming phrases like the following:

· too soon

· somewhat awkwardly

· rather gently

· quite honestly

Thus meaning, form, and position clues are all important in recognizing adverbs. Adverbs tell how, when, or where. Many adverbs en in –ly​. Like adjectives, many adverbs can be preceded by qualifiers and have comparative and superlative forms. Adverbs do not have a fixed position in sentences; an adverb can be moved within a sentence without changing the meaning of the sentence.

Exercises

Using all the clues, identify all the adverbs in the following sentences. There are 16. 

1. Nicki works hard but eagerly.

2. She often does research for large companies.

3. This company will make some important decisions very soon.

4. Nicki will carefully and scientifically evaluate the potential of their new cereal.

5. Usually people answer her questions willingly.

6. Yesterday, Nicki completed some surveys.

7. Everywhere people responded enthusiastically.

8. Consumers should receive this new cereal eagerly now.

9. The people in Victoria responded most positively.

10. The company will introduce this cereal there first.

Exercises

Decide whether the italicized word in each sentence is being used as a noun, a verb, an adjective, or an adverb. 

1. I drew a straight line. 




2. Dancers stand very straight. 




3. My friend showed the movie backward. 



4. My little sister drew a backward five. 




5. You guessed right. 




6. Use your right hand. 



7. Laws protect our rights. 




8. Your backhand needs work. 




9. Spencer writes backhand. 




10. Billie backhanded the ball. 




Name: 					





Name: 				





Name: 				





qwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmrtyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmrtyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmrtyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmrtyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmrtyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmrtyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmrtyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnmqwertyuiopasdfghjklzxcvbnm









